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Background

• In 2018, Cabinet approved Devon County
Council to undertake consultation on a
potential permit scheme for street works.

• In October 2019, Cabinet approved the
permit scheme to progress for Devon



What is a 
Permit Scheme?



Current Noticing System

Currently, no ‘approval’ is required from DCC
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For many years, works promoters have sent notifications to the Council advising of a works intention
Council has a duty to coordinate works and works promoters have a duty to cooperate in that endeavour
With a permit scheme, works promoters will apply for a permit, or in some cases as now, a licence, from the Council to undertake works on the public highway
In essence, we move from a position of acknowledging works that take place and managing them cooperatively to granting a permit to work and being able to apply conditions to that permit for works



• Permit applications not receiving a 
response from DCC are deemed approved

• A permit can also be modified or rejected
• All permits are subject to a fee

What will Change with Permits?

Application DCC 
Review Approved

Permit 
issued, 
begin 
works

Modified permit 
request/rejected

Deemed approved



Permits vs Noticing – Why Change?

DCC has a statutory duty to coordinate 
works and reduce disruption.



• Supports DCC in their legal duties
• Self-financing scheme
• Offers parity for our own works
• Offer economic advantages
 £850 per site per day saving

• Apply conditions to permits
• Encourage positive behaviours
 Permit fee discount incentives

Permits vs Noticing – Why Change?



And finally…..

• DfT have required every local authority to 
strongly consider having a permit scheme 
implemented by April 2020.

Permits V Noticing – Why Change?



Project Timeline

Informal 
Consultation 
May-Jul 2019

Software 
Testing 

Aug-Sept 
2019

Formal 
Consultation 

(TRO) 
Oct-Nov 

2019

Go Live
Mar 2020
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Informal consultation included 3 workshops held in June 2019 with representatives from across the spectrum of works promoters, including Devon’s TMC
Software testing is continuing with phase 1 completed and phase 2 due to commence
Following Cabinet sign off, the legal order and permit plan are now under formal consultation and adverts published to commence the recruitment process for new staff
The March 2020 go live will be a soft launch and will build to a full live launch for the start of the 2020/2021 FY in April 



What is the scope?

• March 2020 – All Streets
• All Statutory Undertaker and 

Devon CC Highway WorksPhase 1

• March 2021
• A full review will be held, 

considering the introduction of 
other privately licenced works.

Phase 2
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Phase 1 will accommodate all that the Council now undertakes with works noticing
Phase 2 will involve a full review of the first 12 months of operation and requirements with a view to introducing other works involving private licences, skips and scaffolds
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